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I write on March 6, the day after a wonderful warm spell embraced the previous two days.  Yesterday I peddled 
up to the church from Rhinebeck because I had given Shari incorrect scripture for Sunday.  I could have texted 
the information, but used the mistake as pretext to ride.  I arrived just as the Scudder Circle was leaving which 
afforded opportunity to visit a little.  For most of us exercise increases our happiness quotient.  Researchers 
have shown that outdoor activities in particular are conducive to positive mood.  I couldn’t agree more. 
 
We’ve had several stays of winter’s execution in 2020.  There have been less power outages where I live and 
less snow clogged roads.  Those dinosaur sized trucks wielding huge snowplows are seen and heard less than 
last year.  And most important my college roommate rarely texts me about the weather in the northeast.  He 
lives in Florida and enjoys ‘getting my goat’, to use a very old expression, by pretending he doesn’t know the 
icy state of affairs in his former state. 
 
The break in the cold serves as harbinger, and metaphor for the coming Spring, and the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ we celebrate as the weather warms.  Indulge my metaphor extension.  In a snowy world marked by 
despair and grim fate, a corpse, thrown into a borrowed grave, stirred, and inhaled.  In that moment an eternal 
Spring, unknown in the world’s long history, was birthed.  Perhaps cold fingers tapped the aromatic shroud; 
then God’s  sudden insufflation, lifted his Son’s chest to such a degree that the linen bands snapped. 
 
The event occurred 2000 years ago outside the walls of Jerusalem.  Archaeology demonstrates that several 
bodies were often interred in a cave, a wintry weather pattern illustrating the icy truth that death always wins.  
There were no exceptions, no oases of warming reanimation, to countermand the harsh insistence of human 
finitude.  The prophet Isaiah wrote:  “All flesh is grass; their constancy is like the flower of the field…The grass 
withers, the flower fades” (Isaiah 40:6,8). 
 
Two thousand years ago one flower did not fade.  It withered on a torture instrument of unspeakable cruelty, 
but then, unaccountably, magically, it bloomed anew three days later.  A lily damp with the dew of dawn, 
emerged from frozenness, challenging the idea that death is final.  For Christians this singular event became 
the exception which overturns the rule,  The apostle Paul writes about reality altering:  “But in fact Christ has 
been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died” (1 Corinthians 15:20).  Then the startling 
affirmation which offers immeasurable hope:  As Christ has been raised, we, too, will be raised to new life.  
With the resurrection, winter yields to God’s eternal Spring. 
 
Can we live more freely in the present, knowing that our ultimate future resides with God?  Is the fear of death 
mitigated by God’s great promise symbolized by an empty tomb?  We celebrate the Easter event on April 12.  
May we rejoice in the eternal hope of resurrection and reunion with the Creator who redeems and leads us to 
life eternal. 
 
Pastor Bob 
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Important Notices 
 

Sunday services and Sunday School have been suspended until further notice. 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

 

“St. John’s in Red Hook” on YouTube 
 
There you can find a sermon from Pastor Bob and music from Edward and Addie Rose Forstman. 

---------------------------------------------------------- 
 

The Consistory decision from Consistory notes:  
 
The facilities will be closed to all gatherings: meetings and the general public. 
 
The decision was made to keep the Food Pantry open and to work out the logistics of adhering to 
safety, the CDC and State of New York guidelines.  Call the office at 845-758-1184 for update on office 
and Food Pantry hours. 

 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

 

A message from the Regional Synod of NY Executive Minister regarding Easter 

worship: 

 

The RSNY Office has been contacted by many churches asking about Easter services. Most of our 

synod churches have already cancelled in person Easter worship services and plan to have them when 

the crisis is over. It is our recommendation that churches remain closed for on-site 

worship through April at this point, and re-evaluate at that time. While we are saddened to 

not be gathered together to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord, we believe the lives of our 

congregants are of more value to God than a worship service could be. 

 

In peace and solidarity, 

Rev. Amy Nyland 

CONSISTORY NOTES 
March 19, 2020 

 
Pastor Bob opened the meeting with prayer, and scripture from Philippians.  In times like these, the 
congregation is looking for knowledge and insight from the Consistory; concrete steps on moving forward. 
 
Pastoral Report:  Pastor Bob reported 3 counseling sessions, writing daily Lenten devotional to go out by 
email in the absence of Sunday service.  Pastor Bob was here Sunday, March 15, even though service was 
cancelled.  He and Edward are working on some type of service with music to get on line for this Sunday. 
 
Financial Review: monthly review, Profit and Loss, and Balance Sheet for February were reviewed. 
 
Consistory recommends using the Endowment Fund Distribution and accepting donations to off-set the cost of 
moving the baby grand piano offered to St. John’s for the sanctuary. 
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Finance will inform consistory more next month on the details of Pastor Eric’s long- term disability. In the 
meantime, finance asks that consistory begin to think about whether they would put a timeline on paying 
Pastor Eric’s full salary versus a percentage.  
 
Correspondence from Flatbush Reformed Church: a note of support was received from Pastor Jen and the 
Flatbush Reformed Church.  It will be published in the April Kerk 
 
Creating Healthier Congregations Report from Linda Search :  Linda attended this six hour conference and 
provided the Consistory with a detailed outline of the course and her thoughts and recommendations. 
 
The Administrator asked Consistory to consider the ramifications of suspending worship services; particularly 
of the issues of tithes and offerings, payroll, parsonage and building utilities.  The office and the Food pantry 
remain open at this time. 
 
Pastor Bob will be at the church Sunday mornings from 10-11 a.m. for private prayer  and James Walrath 
will also be there this Sunday.  People can drop off their tithes and offering at that time.  Nothing further will be 
done until we see how that works out. 
 
An email from the financial consultant, Michele, to the Finance Committee regarding the finances was read. 
Her projection was that we could get through April with expenses and payroll and possibly into May. 
No decision was made regarding payroll 
 
The facilities will be closed to all gatherings: meetings and the general public. 
 
The decision was made to keep the Food Pantry open and to work out the logistics of adhering to safety, the 
CDC and State of New York guidelines. 
 
The meeting was closed in prayer by Mary Hennessy. 
 
Respectfully submitted. 
    -Shari Juranic, 
         Clerk of Consistory 
 

---------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Wayne Swart for taking a crash course in how to run the sound system for the February 23 service; 

Addie Rose and Edward Forstman for adding music to our first pandemic service; 

to all those who mail in or drop off their offering envelopes; 

Penny Titus for recording Pastor Bob’s sermons and starting St. John’s very own YouTube channel; 

The Deacons:  Susan, Linda, Gian and Kate for all the work it took to keep the Food Pantry running and 

following CDC and NYS guidelines to keep both the clients and the volunteers safe; 

Glenn Countryman, Pete Fenaroli and Marion Wood for volunteering to keep the Food Pantry running. 
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A Note from the Deacons 

 

Please know that we are trying to keep the Food Pantry open for those in need. 

 

Any food items you can drop off outside the kitchen door on Monday from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and 

Wednesday from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. will be greatly appreciated.  (We are following social distancing 

guidelines) 

 

Also welcome, are monetary donations to the Deacons’ Fund. 

 

Thank you for your continued support during this time of overwhelming need. 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

 
. to the family and friends of Earl F. Savory, Peta Bartles father who died March 10. 

 
 

--------------------------------------------------------- 

“I am so appreciative of all the prayers, cards, calls and gifts I received during my 
recent illness.  It all meant so much to me. 
Thank you, 

Jane Bier” 
 
 
 
“To the Church and Consistory of Red Hook Reformed, 

 
I am sorry that we have not reached out sooner - but we wanted you to know that we are (and have been) 
praying for Eric, the Titus family, and all of you!  You are not alone as you walk through all of this.  It’s really 
tough stuff - and I am sad when I think of your struggles.  I do find moments of peace when I remember God’s 
promise to be with us always.  Please know you are all in our prayers! 
 
Warm regards, 

Pastor Jen and all the folks at Flatbush Reformed Church 
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St. John’s Reformed Church 

 
Financial Report 

         February 2020  
 

Income  $  28,339.58 

Expenses  $  29,222.90 

                                 - $       883.32 

 

 
 

Year To Date 

January - February 2020 
 

Income                      $45,713.25    

Expenses                  $54,582.75    

                                 -$  8,869.50     

 

 

 

Did You Know?   
 

Negative numbers aren’t pleasing but there’s more to the story!  
Jan/Feb 2020         Income     $45,713  
                               Expenses   54,583  
                                                -$8,870  
 
On initial view of the monthly financial statement, it may not strike you that St. John’s “financial glass” is 
actually half full but here are some details to consider:  
 
1. Although the negative number is concerning, it’s actually an improvement compared with -$11,416 this 

same time last year.  
 
2. Envelope giving has increased 33.7% 
Jan/Feb 2020                Jan/Feb 2019  
    $33,380                         $24,965 
  difference                         %change  
     $8,415                                33.7%  
 
This reflects increased pledge giving to the general fund, which is the financial life-blood of what St. John’s is 
and does.  
 
3. Several significant obligations have already been paid. 
     a) The first quarter Denominational Assessment payment of $2,130 was  
paid, thanks to your contributions of $2,885 toward this budget line. Our assessment for this year is $8,517, 
which is $1,178 less than last year's assessment.  
     b) More than half of our annual contribution to the Titus Family Health Savings account was paid in the first 
quarter in order to help with the family medical expenses and deductibles.  
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4. There has been a 59.8% increase in benevolence giving ($441 in Jan/Feb 2020 vs. $276 in 2019). This may 
not seem to be a huge difference but it does indicate the congregation is starting to use the “Pink” envelopes to 
help offset the missions budget lines.  
 
Thank you for your increased support for our congregation as reflected by envelope giving and special gift 
envelopes. Certainly negative numbers get our attention but you have been giving good reasons for optimism.  

 

---------------------------------------------------------- 

Deadline for the May Kerk is April 10.    

  Personal ads of no more than 3 lines will be accepted for $1 per issue. Business ads in the form of 

a business card to be photocopied will cost $5 per issue. 

If you would like to receive the Kerk by e-mail (a little more reliably on time than the paper version 

being mailed to your home) e-mail the church and let us know; office@stjohnsreformed.org. 

---------------------------------------------------------- 

Church Calendar 
 
Shari Juranic, Administrator 
Mon, Wed, Fri. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Thurs. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
 
Michele Zagorski, Financial Consultant 
Thurs. 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. 
 
Food Pantry 
Mon. 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Wed. 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

mailto:office@stjohnsreformed.org


 Desiree Albizu  Nancy Castillo     

 Kayla Bell  Nancy Finkle  Linda Nielson   Stan Tremper 

 Carolyn Carr  JoAnn Fisher  Denise Gilhooly                Marie Votava 

 Michael Carr  Terry Laibach  Judy Rockefeller   Eileen Zeliph                        

  

 

 

                                 a  

April 2020                  FEAR OF NOT KNOWING THE UNKNOWN 

We have so much going on in the world today.  Fear of not knowing 

what lies ahead for us each day.  The latest news is the coronavirus. 

Everyday we are getting updated how the virus is effecting the U.S. 

and around the world.  It seems that the U.S. is catching up to getting 

the resources and teachings needed to help the victims.  It has affected 

us all as students are having to leave colleges, travel is not encouraged 

especially for the elderly with pre-existing conditions, the economy just 

to name a few. 

 

The tornados in Tennessee took everything and many lives.  It is amazing 

that one family lost everything except the floor they were standing on 

and they survived.  Their next door neighbors were not spared.  I am 

sure they are asking how can this be.  Only God knows the answer to 

that question. 

 

When you are fighting fears about your future and you need clarity, it’s 

time to turn to God.  If you don’t know God, ask someone to help you get 

to learn and know him.  God hasn’t given us a spirit of fear.  We can’t 

control the future but we can take certain steps to help mold our future 

to the image we desire such as long life and savings. It is good to make 

wise choices but don’t let concern turn into worry or fear.  Trust God no  

matter what happens and he will take care of you.  He will give you peace 

and clarity. 

 

God Bless All This Lenten Season. 

 

Yours In Christ, 

 

Eileen Zeliph- Shepherd Coordinator 

Shepherds Ministry serving St. Johns Reformed Church 
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