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WHAT LENT MEANS TO US 

 
 
Lent is a very special season which follows Epiphany in the church calendar.  Lent begins with Ash 
Wednesday which occurs on February 26 this year.  Within 150 years of the death and resurrection of our 
Lord, churches throughout the Mediterranean world began to recognize the importance of commemorating 
Jesus’ life, from wilderness temptation, to costly death.  During Lent one becomes aware of the importance of 
the desert experience.  Lent lasts for forty days, in recognition of Jesus’ 40 day fast in the desert.  Forty is 
significant in the Old Testament as well.  Both Elijah and Moses fast for forty days.  On a grander scale, the 
number represents years as well as days.  Lent commemorates Israel’s 40 year sojourn in the parched arena 
of Sinai after its liberation from Egypt.  Because of this desert focus, Christians value fasting, “marathon” 
praying, and other ascetic acts which draw us closer to our Lord. 
 
This year I would like us to pay special attention to the thought that the wilderness experience of our Lord —in 
which Jesus recapitulates the desert wanderings of the children of Israel after liberation from Pharaoh’s 
Egypt— symbolizes our lives.  We are pilgrims heading toward the Promised Land.  Ultimately that’s heaven, 
but temporally it may mean grand oases:  the goals, dreams, and joys which await us here as we negotiate, in 
and through faith, the tough aspects of life which may seem as barren as great uncharted voids, expanses of 
spiritual desert which strive to destroy the hope and joy which God wants for each of us as well as for God’s 
world.  We often must pilgrimage, as Jesus did literally, through wildernesses marked with devilish incursions 
and aspects of life which tempt and entice us to follow dead ends, or behaviors which threaten to mar the 
image of Christ within us, thereby diminishing ourselves and others in the process. 
 
During this Lenten sojourn we are particularly mindful of Pastor Eric and his family and that long journey to 
recovery they face.  May they understand that we pilgrimage beside them, trusting your guiding hand for the 
victory. 

 
 
Pastor Bob

  



 

2 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
 
February 23 we will be making pretzels in Sunday School as is our tradition before Lent begins, a symbolic 
using up of the leavening/yeast. The children get to form the dough into pretzels, and they really enjoy sharing 

their efforts after the worship service during Coffee Hour. 
 
The Sunday School is going to begin collecting used plastic markers of all kinds to 
recycle and keep them out of landfills through Crayola's Color Cycle program. Look 
for the colorful drop-off box in the fellowship hall when you bring your old ones in. We 
gave a letter to each of the Sunday School families to help them understand more about this 
program.  
 
Friends are always welcome to attend Sunday School and can join in at any time. Every 

lesson and Bible story stands alone. We especially encourage parents to bring children who may only be able 
to come every other week due to parental visitation. We understand your child's reality and love them all the 
more when they can attend.  
 

---------------------------------------------------------- 
 

BOOK LOVERS CLUB  
 
The Lost Girls of Paris  by Pam Jenoff will be the February selection for Book Club. We will meet 
Monday, February 10 at 11:15 a.m. in room 3 of the education wing. March's book will be Where 
the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens, the date likely to be March 9.  Anyone who has read or 
listened to the book is welcome to join in the discussions.  

 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

LECTIONARY BIBLE PASSAGE GUIDES 
 
Copies of the 2020 Lectionary passages that we will be reading in advance of worship each Sunday can be 
found on the table in the fellowship hall.  Just begin reading whatever week you wish. Give yourself some 
grace if you miss a week or two, but please read the Bible along with the rest of us at St. John’s.  Tuesday 
morning Bible study continues by examining these passages, too. Everyone is welcome to join in at 10:15 a.m. 
in the fellowship hall, immediately following Senior Exercise class. 

---------------------------------------------------------- 
 

RCA SUMMER YOUTH CAMPS 
 

Information is now available for both our RCA summer camps. Check out www.campwarwick.com or 
www.campfowler.org Brochures will soon be available on the table in the fellowship hall for each camp as well. 
Students always return excited to have gone and made new Christian friends, often ones they stay in touch 
with longer after camp is over.  
 
If there is a particular week that you would like your child to go to camp, then get your deposits in as soon as 
you know which week(s) s/he would like to attend. Some weeks have already filled up at Camp Fowler.  
 
If you would like more information about either camp, or need financial assistance to make this a reality for 
your child, please contact Desiree Albizu at albizu@gtel.net or (518) 537-4221. Every child who wants to go 
should have the opportunity. 
 

---------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.campwarwick.com/
http://www.campfowler.org/
mailto:albizu@gtel.net
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CONSISTORY NOTES 

January 16, 2020 
 
Pastor Bob opened the meeting with scripture, from 1 Corinthians 15: 48; Paul writes  to be steadfast and 
immovable, and then prayer. 
 
Pastoral Report:  Pastor Bob reported having two counseling sessions, Role playing the nativity, two 
Christmas Services, one funeral home visit, and Red Hook Area Council of Churches meeting.  The Ash 
Wednesday service will be at St. John’s on February 26 with Pastor Steve from UMC preaching and Pastor 
Bob will preach at the Lenten service on March 18. 
 
The Elders present the motion to have James Walrath go to Classis meetings as a voting delegate in place of 
Pastor Eric.  St. John’s is allowed two delegates and at this time does not have an alternate.  The motion was 
approved. 
 
Financial review:  the monthly review, Profit and Loss and Balance sheet were reviewed.  December ended in 
the negative but the year ended in the positive. 
 
Committee Reports: 
Faith and Education:  it was noted about the new Crayola Color Cycle program to recycle markers. 
 
Finance report:  it was noted how low the number of pledges is. 
 
Mission and Outreach report:  it was noted that a few members had approached Serena about possible 
fundraiser for the Titus family. There was a discussion about setting a fundraising goal or having individual 
goals for each fundraiser. 
     A motion was made and approved 
to give Vickie Young permission to contact Village Pizza III and Holy Cow to explore options.  
Working Recommendations and Special reports 
 
F.C.R #1: Finance recommends Pastor Eric’s HSA be paid with January & February each having $2,050 with 
the following 10 months having an equal payment of $400, totaling $8,100 for the year.  
Finance’s motion was seconded and approved. 
 
Constitutional Inquires:  Pastor Bob had answered the questions; Consistory reviewed and accepted the 
answers.  The clerk will return to the clerk of Classis. 
 
Fundraiser for the Titus family set for Jan. 31, Masonic Hall in Tivoli, Roast Beef Dinner, 6 p.m., $25 a ticket, 
live music -U-Guys, 50/50 raffle and gift baskets.  All proceeds to the Titus family. 
Consistory approved; it will be sent out to Classis and Red Hook Area Council of Churches. 
 
The Annual Consistorial Report for 2019: part 2 has questions about the life and spiritual health of the 
Congregation.  Pastor Bob has offered to answer these.  The clerk will send the questions and answers to the 
Consistory for there review before she does the report. 
 
A motion was made and approved to close the meeting after a closing prayer by Glenn Countryman. 
 
Respectfully submitted. 
    -Shari Juranic, 
         Clerk of Consistory 

 
---------------------------------------------------------- 
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SCUDDER NEWS 
 
Scudder Circle began 2020 with its annual weekly Soup Sales on January 12. Sales will continue until spring. 
Last year soup sales netted nearly $1100 for Scudder mission projects. There is a sign-up sheet on the table in 
the fellowship hall for anyone who would like to make soup. You need not be a member of the Scudder Circle 
to make soup. Soup containers will be provided.  
 
Scudder's first meeting of the new year will be Thursday, February 6 at 1 p.m. in the fellowship hall. Desiree 
Albizu will lead the program. Mary Bayer will be the hostess and provide refreshments. Scudder meets the first 
Thursday of each month except January, July and August.  
 
Scudder Officers for 2020: 
 
President:  Mary Bayer 
Vice President:  Evie Seils 
Secretaries:  Marie Votava and Victoria Young 
Treasurer:  Colleen Grover 
Program and Publicity:  Beth Mead and Desiree Albizu 
Sunshine:  Joyce Pike 
                

     -Desiree Albizu 
 

---------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

Glenn Countryman and Laurie DeCiutiis for putting away Christmas;  

Ben and Desiree Albizu for packing up the MOM tree from the fellowship hall; 

Eileen Wambach for putting together the January Kerk for mailing;  

Eileen Wambach and Pete Fenaroli for volunteering in the Food Pantry. 

 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

to the family and friends of Alexandra Lawson, Janis and Pete Lawson’s 
granddaughter, who died January 7. 
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St. John’s Reformed Church 

 
Financial Report 

          December 2019  
 

Income  $  23,129.35 

Expenses  $  24,430.33 

                                               - $    1,300.98 

 
 

Year To Date 

January - December 2019 
 

Income                      $   245,755.68 

Expenses                  $   231,046.83 

                                         $    14,708.85 

  

 

Did you know...  

There are three good alternatives for any of you who like to give something over and above your tithe, and like 
to give for a specific purpose. As we explained in the December Kerk, managing the Adopt-a-Cost system is 
just too time-consuming since we don't have the additional office help. Here are some ways you can contribute 
that do not require extra book-keeping.  

1. The Denominational Assessment is a line item in the Budget, so any contributions to that item will 
go to offset the $112 per member that we are required to send to the Reformed Church of America. Any 
amount you can give toward this will be helpful. If you do want to pay the full amount, it does not have 
to be paid all at once. You could just add an amount to your tithe, and mark the envelope clearly to 
show your intentions. Another idea...one member puts $5 in an envelope every week until the total 
amount is reached, and then brings it to church. Or you might like to honor someone in the 
congregation by paying toward their share. Any amount you can give toward this large church expense 
would be very helpful.  
 

2. The pink envelope in your box is for your Benevolent Offering. Any money given in the pink 
envelopes goes toward the quarterly payments we send to our missionaries. We are a mission-minded 
church, and have made a commitment to help support the missionaries and missions listed in the 
bulletin every Sunday.  

3. The easiest thing of all is to put $5.00 in the Initial Offering envelope that comes in the front of 
your box of envelopes. The cost to the church for each box of envelopes is $4.92. We can offset that 
cost if we each pay for our own box of envelopes.  
 

Thank you for considering these suggestions to help us meet the 2020 budget which was approved at the 
Congregational meeting. If you give to the church, but do not have envelopes, please talk to Shari in the office.  

 

 



 Desiree Albizu  Nancy Castillo     

 Kayla Bell  Nancy Finkle  Linda Nielson   Stan Tremper 

 Carolyn Carr  JoAnn Fisher  Denise Gilhooly                 Marie Votava 

 Michael Carr  Terry Laibach  Judy Rockefeller   Eileen Zeliph                        

  

 

                                 a  

February 2020               IT’S THE THOUGHT THAT COUNTS  

As I was preparing to write the article for the Kerk this month, I ran 

across an article in Better Homes and Gardens which was a gift to me 

for Christmas which reinforced what I was going to write about after 

just celebrating the Christmas season.  Each year a lot of us try to 

figure out what to buy our family and friends.  I asked my family what 

they needed instead of what they wanted.  Many people go overboard 

for the holiday and later have to figure out how they are going to pay 

for it in the new year.   

 

A friend of mine who I work with said to me when we came back after 

the holiday, that she was appreciative of the gifts I had given her.  Her 

mother said to her about what she had been given and then what she  

had given me for Christmas.  My friend said to me that she gave everyone 

the same thing and what she could do.  I told her it was the thought that 

counted not how much you spent on it.  I told her that being her friend  

was a gift enough as some people don’t have friends that care about if  

they need them.  Also, when you make a homemade gift it means a lot 

more than a purchased gift and the recipients look forward to them 

year after year since they are made with love and from the heart. 

 

So when you start thinking about giving a gift to someone, think about 

dropping them a card, making cookies, taking them for coffee, lending a 

hand with a chore, or just a smile.  These kind of gifts leave a lasting 

impression even to those we don’t know.  It’s like the cards that Gabriella 

Coons has made for the shepherds ministry to send to those on the 

prayer list and those in the nursing home.  Many have commented on how 

happy they are to receive them. 

 

Wishing you all much health, love, peace, and happiness in the New Year. 

 

Yours In Christ, 

 

Eileen Zeliph- Shepherd Coordinator 

Shepherds Ministry serving St. Johns Reformed Church 
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---------------------------------------------------------- 

Deadline for the March Kerk is February 10.    

  Personal ads of no more than 3 lines will be accepted for $1 per issue. Business ads in the 

form of a business card to be photocopied will cost $5 per issue. 

If you would like to receive the Kerk by e-mail (a little more reliably on time than the paper 

version being mailed to your home) e-mail the church and let us know; 

office@stjohnsreformed.org. 

---------------------------------------------------------- 

Church Calendar 
 
Shari Juranic, Administrator 
Mon, Wed, Fri. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Thurs. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
 
Michele Zagorski, Financial Consultant 
Thurs. 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. 
 
Worship  
Sundays at 10 a.m. 
 
Children’s Ministry Program 
Sundays at 10 a.m. 
 
Coffee Hour 
Sundays at 11 a.m. 
 
Scudder Soup Sales 
Sundays at 11 a.m. 
 
Counters 
Mondays at 9 a.m. in the office 
 
Food Pantry 
Mon. Wed. 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Thurs. 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
 
Living Resources 
Mon. - Fri. 7:30 a.m. to 8 a.m and 3:30 to 4 p.m. in room 4 
Cooking class: Mondays 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the assembly hall 
 
Senior Exercise 
Tues. and Thurs. 9 to 10 a.m. in the fellowship hall 
 
Bible Study 
Every Tues. 10:15 to 11:15 a.m. in the fellowship hall 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:office@stjohnsreformed.org
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EVENTS 
 
Men’s Breakfast  
Sat. Feb. 1, 8 a.m. at the Elizaville Diner 
 
St. John’s Concerts: Angela Hendryx, Mezzo Soprano 
Sun. Feb. 2, 4 p.m. 
 
Scudder Circle meeting 
Thurs. Feb. 6, 1 p.m. 
 
Book Lovers’ Club 
Mon. Feb.10, 11:15 a.m. in room 3 
The Lost Girls of Paris by Pam Jenoff 
 
 
 
Finance Committee meeting 
Mon. Feb. 10, 7 p.m. in room 3 
 
Property Committee meeting 
Tues. Feb. 11, 7 p.m. in room 4 
 
Red Hook Area Council of Churches meeting 
Wed. Feb. 12, 10 a.m. at The United Methodist Church  
 
Old Dutch Village Garden Club meeting 
Thurs. Feb. 13, 12:30 p.m. 
 
Elders’ meeting 
Thurs. Feb. 20, 7 p.m. in room 3 
 
Consistory meeting 
Thurs. Feb. 20, 7:30 p.m. 
 
Pretzel Making 
Sun. Feb. 23, during Sunday School 
 
Praise and Worship Service 
Sun. Jan. 26, 9:40 a.m. 
 
Ash Wednesday Service 
with the United Methodist Church here at St. John’s 

Wed. Feb. 26, 7 p.m.
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