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How bright the Holiday season is! Even 

though the days are shortening into winter 

darkness, yet Advent and Christmas are   

seasons of lights. The darkness is not allowed 

to overwhelm us. 

   Have you ever noticed that it isn’t the large 

glaring spotlights, which brighten the Holiday 

Seasons? Instead, it is the many delicate, little 

lights in trees or window candles, which 

accomplish the task of pushing the darkness 

back and maintaining a space for light. Each 

delicate light adds its warm glow so that, taken 

together, the Christmas Season is a time of light 

dispelling darkness. 
   This is very appropriate, however, for the 

presence of numerous small lights reflects how God works in this world. Each of us is 

God’s candle glowing forth the light of our   faith and gifts. Individually, we may feel like 

small lights indeed—but combined, we powerfully push back the darkness of sickness, 

suffering and evil as we join our lights together to become a beacon of God’s healing love. 

A Blessed Advent and Christmas to All! 

                        Pastor Don Heringa 
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WHO AM I? 
     
Let me introduce myself to you all.  As your Interim Pastor during a season of Covid19, there won’t be 
as many opportunities to simply chat with you,  the parishioners of St. John’s Reformed Church, at 
coffee hours or potlucks, in order to get to know each other as personally.  We will all miss this more 
intimate way of getting to know each other’s stories  But to begin that process, let me briefly tell you 
where I came from and what I have done to introduce a bit of who I am!  
 
*I was born (in 1949) and raised in Chicago, IL, a child of parents from the Reformed Church.  
 
*I graduated from Trinity Christian College RCA-CRC), where I met Ruth Henry and we were married, 
50 years ago. 
 
*Then I attended McCormick Theological Seminary (Presbyterian) for one year,  until we decided to 
be daring and move to Oregon to experience something new. Our first son, Stefan, was born then.  
 
*I worked there as a commercial landscape foreman for 1 year and then became a counselor for 
emotionally troubled teens for 2 years. 
*We decided to return to the Midwest for me to finish seminary at Western Theological Seminary 
(RCA). 
 
*After 2 years, we moved to Denver for me to serve a Clinical Chaplain Residency at Bethesda 
Psychiatric Hospital. Ruth and I also served as Youth Pastors part-time at Christ Reformed Church 
there.   
 
 *I could not immediately find a full time chaplaincy, so we decided to move to the Hudson Valley and  
serve a church:  I became Pastor of the New Hurley Reformed Church, Wallkill, NY. And served there 
for 6 years. While there, our second son, Spencer, was born. (Yes, our 2 sons were born 10 years 
apart!) 
 
* I then received a call to become the first Chaplain for Northern Westchester Hospital in Mt. Kisco, 
NY.  And served there for 30 years. 
 
* During this time, I earned a Doctor of Ministry degree from McCormick Theological Seminary and 
my Board Certification from the Assoc. of Professional Chaplains.  
 
*I served on Sundays (while at the hospital) as part- time Interim Pastor during my chaplaincy time at 
these Reformed  churches: Hawthorne/Nyack/2nd Tarrytown; Clarkstown; Cortlandtown; Greenville; 
Meadow Hill; Elmsford and Hyde Park. 
 
*Ruth and I now have (and sorely miss seeing) 3 grandchildren (& one on the way)  from Stefan 
(Vermont)  and Spencer (S. Carolina).   
 
*I now look forward to getting to know you all during this Interim Time! Thanks for inviting me! 
 
Don 
 
Rev. Dr. Donald J. Heringa, D.Min. BCC 
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Important Notices 
 

 “St. John’s in Red Hook” on YouTube 
 

Look for Rev. Heringa on Sundays. 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

FATIH AND EDUCATION 
CHILDREN'S MINISTRY UPDATE  

 
Packets of age-appropriate Sunday School curriculum and Advent resources have been mailed or delivered to 
the children who have been part of the program in the past. If you know of a child who might like to receive 
such materials, please contact Desiree Albizu, Coordinator of Children's Ministries, at <albizu@getl.net>. 
Further materials will be distributed again in January 2021.  

---------------------------------------------------------- 
GIVELIFY- PART DEUX 

 
What I failed to mention in the last issue of the KERK was that you may use Givelify to give to St. John's at any 
time, whether it's for your weekly tithe or offering, for missions, or for any group within the church. For 
example, if I would like to give an offering to the Scudder Circle because I missed a meeting, I can do so 
through Givelify. You can also give to the food pantry, Sunday School, or any group in the church that may 
need support. You do not need to set up weekly giving. It can be a one-time donation given at any time. 

---------------------------------------------------------- 
 

RE-OPENING COMMITTEE 
 
The Re-Opening Committee has continued to meet and monitor worship and the groups that are meeting in the 
fellowship hall.  
The members ask that you please continue to use hand sanitizer upon entering the church to remove germs 
from your car and other surfaces you may have recently touched. It is also vital to keep your mask fully 
covering your face at all times indoors. No noses or chins exposed, please. 
 
In much discussion are the Christmas services. We have been in consultation with our new interim minister, 
the Rev. Dr. Don Heringa, about worship and what that will look like this December. Last year in 2019 we had 
117 people attend the 6 p.m. Christmas Eve service and 129 people at the 8 p.m. one. We know we cannot 
accommodate those kind of numbers this year, nor would most people want to be in those kinds of crowds. We 
certainly don't want to turn people away at the doors at Christmastime! So some concessions must be made. 
The Christmas Eve worship services will be at 5 p.m. and 8 p.m. with arrival times being 4:30 p.m. and 
7:30 p.m., respectively. Attendance will require a reservation for a specific time.  More info to follow.  
 
The Committee members, along with the Finance Committee and Property Committee members, have been 
looking into various options to help keep us safer as we worship. Air purifiers and UV light are being discussed. 
For the time being windows will continue to be propped open with the furnace running on Sunday mornings. 
You are invited to wear your winter coat or bring a small blanket or throw to cover yourself to provide enough 
warmth.  
 
The newly formed tech team is also working to provide a live-streamed worship service on Sunday mornings 
as well as the YouTube one. We hope to have our first Zoom/live-stream service on Sunday, November 29, the 
first day of Advent. 
    Desiree Albizu 
 

---------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
 

mailto:albizu@getl.net
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THE SEARCH COMMITTEE 
 
The SJRC Search Committee, tasked with finding a new Minister of Word and Sacrament to take the place of 
our beloved Pastor Eric, has met eight times in the nearly three months since the beginning of this process.   
We are 10 members strong and everyone involved has provided valuable input to this task, with the assistance 
of Classis Supervisor Pastor Kendra VanHouten.  
One of the first steps is to find an interim pastor to fill the void while we conduct the search.  We have 
interviewed two candidates and with the help of Consistory and Finance, have written a job description and 
penned a contract for the interim pastor who is Rev. Donald Heringa. 
In parallel to finding an interim, you, the congregation, have responded to the SJRC Self Study 2020 which 
provided valuable input as to what our needs are and what you would like to see in a new pastor.  The findings 
from the self study will be shared with you. 
We are also putting together a Church Profile.  This document, after being approved by Consistory and 
Classis, will be provided to each prospective candidate who applies for the minister position. The profile 
contains all kinds of data that an applicant would want to know such as St. John’s membership numbers (past 
and present) and church financial data, both historical and current, including our current budget. It describes 
the church buildings, the parsonage, and details about our  town and our schools. 
There will be many more meetings to be held and steps to be taken.  Our progress will be shared with you as 
we proceed.                          
Glenn Countryman 

---------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Book Club 
 

 The Book Club will meet Monday, December 7 at 10 a.m. in the fellowship. The selection for the 
month is Orphan Keeper by Camron Wright. The snow date is December 14.  
 
The book for January is The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek. The author is Kim Michele 
Richardson. The date TBA. 
  

 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

 
CONSISTORY NOTES 

 
11-19-2020, Zoom meeting 

 
 
Pastor Kendra opened the meeting with prayer. 
 
Financial Review:  consists of monthly review, balance sheet and profit and loss.  Serena reported that 
finance is concerned about the offering and income.  Pledge cards have gone out for next year. 
 
Committee Reports 
Finance minutes:  denominational assessment has been paid for the year, air purifier for sanctuary use is 
being researched by Finance and Property. 
 
Mission and Outreach:  working on Christmas gifts for Food Pantry clients with goggle documents and 
physical cards with detached section for the fellowship hall.   
M & O will use mission of the month monies for gifts not bought by the congregation and will decide where to 
send any leftover monies before the end of the year. 
 
Property minutes:  this coming Saturday is cleanup day. 
 
Reopening minutes:  Christmas planning and the possibility of Zooming worship service, hopefully by 
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Sunday, November 29. 
 
Search committee minutes were received. 
 
Working recommendations: 
 
A motion was made and approved to increase the Media/AV line in the 2021 budget from $800 to $1000. 
 
The nominations committee recommended Desiree Albizu and Pete Fenaroli to be Elder and Deacon of 
worship for the 2021 Consistory. 
 
The nominations committee reported that it was unable to fill two other vacancies and made the 
recommendation to Consistory to run on eight members instead of ten for the year 2021; with the possibility of 
filling those vacancies in 2022.   
 
Correspondence:  
Two letters from Red Hook Responds have been received.  The first was regarding the practice of bell ringing 
beginning the Friday after Thanksgiving at 6 p.m  Homes, businesses, houses of worship and everyone is 
encouraged to ring bells for 5 minutes through New Year’s Eve.  
The second letter was in regard to donations for a walk in freezer for $26,000. 
 
A letter was received from the Social Action and Missions Committee of the Mid Hudson Classis asking for 
help fulfilling their monetary obligation to the Bode family in Oman. 
It was noted that we already support the Bodes from our missionary support budget line. 
 
Zoom service and recording for YouTube:  there is a subcommittee working on stabilizing the WiFi service 
for the sanctuary. 
 
The meeting was closed in prayer by Linda Search. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Shari Juranic, Clerk of Consistory 

---------------------------------------------------------- 

 
SCUDDER CIRCLE NEWS 

 
Scudder Circle met on Thursday, November 12 at 11 a.m. in the fellowship hall. We have not been able to do 
any fundraising since March when soup sales were halted due to the pandemic. However we have funds in our 
account. We will be sending Christmas gifts to the missionaries. We will also be sending money along with 
Rhode Dorius, Beth Mead's assistant, when she heads to Haiti again at Christmastime.  
 
Scudder has already met its financial obligation to Mission of the Month for this year. We hope to continue to 
contribute to MOM in 2021 through our monthly offering. Anyone can make a donation to Scudder's mission 
work through the Church Office or through Givelify.  
 
As it is year end, President Mary Bayer hopes that officers will continue to serve in their roles. VP Evie Seils 
has stated she will bow out. Thank you, Evie, for serving as you have for many years as an officer in one role 
or another.  
 
Desiree Albizu presented the program on dealing with guilt in our lives based on the book Let Go of the Guilt 
by Valorie Burton.  
 
Scudder Circle will not be meeting in December or January. In December we will be sharing a favorite 
Christmas dessert recipe. Please mail/email your recipe to Mary Bayer at <meb1rh@citlink.net>, or let her 
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know if you would like to receive a copy of the collected recipes. Maybe you can try something new for your 
family this year. 
Our next meeting is scheduled for February 4, 2021. Time and place TBA.  
 
   -Desiree Albizu           
 
Scudder Circle is again sponsoring "Undies Sundays" through the rest of November until Sunday, December 
13th. The congregation is asked to donate NEW underwear and socks for destitute people in Haiti.   
 
There will be a box in the fellowship hall for brand new men's, women's, boy's, and girl's items.  During the 
week the collection box will be placed in the vestibule of the education wing of the church.  Donated items will 
then be sent to Haiti.  Thank you for your support. 
 
Mary Bayer 

---------------------------------------------------------- 

 
MISSION AND OUTREACH 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
 
 A google documents form for Christmas Presents has been created this year. I have attached the link here: 
 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/100IWEyXXWLQtfg9cs_SbkwBu_GnxEmveCwG2NYiL0pU/edit?usp=
sharing 
 
I don't know if it will allow you to edit it. If it does, you can type your name in the Sponsor column next to the 
present you would like to sponsor. If it does not allow edits, please let me know which item you would like to 
sponsor by telling me either Clothing & Card Number or Toy & Card Number. 
*Notice there are two sheets at the bottom: Clothing & Toys. 
 
Feel free to share this link with others. It is set so that anyone with the link can access it. 
 
Also: If you are shopping online with Amazon, make sure to sign up for the Amazon Smile program 
and set St. John's as your charity. I am happy to help with this if you need it. 
 
I will also have cards for people to take from the table in the fellowship hall. I will not list those items on the 
sheets so that we do not have duplicates. 
 
I'm also open to questions/suggestions since this is our first time (thanks COVID) going digital. 
 
Serena Winchell 
M and O 
  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/100IWEyXXWLQtfg9cs_SbkwBu_GnxEmveCwG2NYiL0pU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/100IWEyXXWLQtfg9cs_SbkwBu_GnxEmveCwG2NYiL0pU/edit?usp=sharing
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     “Our church family here at St. John’s is the best.  You all have made my 90th 
birthday very special. 
     I can’t tell you how much I appreciated all your cards, calls, and singing Happy 
Birthday! It was great. 
 
   Thank you, 
   Jane Bier” 

 
     “I want to thank all my fellow church members for all the beautiful cards and your well wishes for my 100th 
birthday!  I so enjoyed all my cards, your phone calls, and all your thoughts and prayers.  You all have made 
my 100th birthday so special. 
     I’d also like to thank the Scudder Circle for the beautiful pink and purple toned floral arrangement. 
    Also, thanks to the Old Dutch Village Garden Club for their fall floral arrangement and gift cards. 
     You all have made me feel so blessed and surrounded in love.  Thanks again for all you’ve doe for me.  I 
cherish our friendship and fellowship together. 
 
   Love, 
   Anita Sprague” 

 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

Thank you to everyone who continues to support the CLYNK bottle return program at St. John’s. Last 

quarter’s check was for $104.90. 

The bag continue to hang on the bulletin board in the fellowship hall.  They can be picked up anytime the office 

is open.  

 

You can continue to drop off food donations in the education wing.  The bucket is just as you come in 

the door. 

Food is always needed:  meat, fruit,  

vegetables, soup, condiments, oil, tea and coffee, peanut butter and jelly, pasta, rice pancake mix and 

syrup, tuna, cereal, personal care items and we go through at lot of dish and laundry detergent. 

---------------------------------------------------------- 

Deadline for the January Kerk is December 10.    

Personal ads of no more than 3 lines will be accepted for $1 per issue. Business ads in the 

form of a business card to be photocopied will cost $5 per issue. 

If you would like to receive the Kerk by e-mail (a little more reliably on time than the paper 

version being mailed to your home) e-mail the church and let us know; 

office@stjohnsreformed.org. 

 

 

mailto:office@stjohnsreformed.org
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St. John’s Reformed Church 

 
Financial Report 

  October 2020  
 

Income  $    8,534.30 

Expenses  $  17,710.61 

                                      - $    9,176.31 

    
 

Year To Date 

January - October 2020 
 

Income                     $205,840.94    

Expenses                 $175,772.39 

                                  $  30,068.55     

 

 
 

        Did You Know:  
 

A Joint Message from Mission & Outreach and Finance 

2020 has seen many changes due to COVID-19: two and half months of lockdown, mask wearing to protect your 

neighbor, home delivery service for groceries, but one thing remains the same and that is the love and care members of 

St. John’s Reformed Church show each other. This year, Mission & Outreach will continue organizing Christmas 

Presents for our Food Pantry Families. Forms have already been submitted to the food pantry and cards will soon be 

out in the fellowship hall for shoppers. You can also contact Mission & Outreach directly to ask what items are 

available to purchase for the children. If you are like me and trying to limit contact as much as possible, shopping online 

on Amazon also has benefits for the church in the form of the Amazon Smile Program. Sign-up is easy, especially if you 

already have an amazon account and a portion of your purchases go to the church when you assign it as your chosen 

charity organization. That ’s two turtle doves, one stone!       
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Please contact me if you need any assistance with signing up, with any other questions/concerns/just to say hi       at 

serena.winchell@gmail.com 

 

With Holiday Cheer, 

Serena Winchell 

Elder Missions & Outreach 

       

---------------------------------------------------------- 

Church Calendar 
 
Worship Service 
Sundays 10 a.m. in the sanctuary 
 
You can continue to visit “St. John’s in Red Hook” on YouTube for the Sunday service also!  
If you scroll down to the bottom of the description and click on show more, you will see the words to the hymn 
and you can sing along! 
 
Shari Juranic, Administrator 
Mon, Wed, Fri. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Thurs. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
 
Michele Zagorski, Financial Consultant 
Thurs. 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. 
Every other Thursday 
 
Food Pantry Distribution  
remains outside only, distribution from kitchen 
Mon. 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Wed. 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
 
Bible Study 
Tues. 10:15 a.m. in the fellowship hall 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
Tues. on Zoom, 7:30 to 8:15 p.m. 
 
 
Search Committee meeting 
Wed. Dec. 2, 7 p.m. on Zoom 
 
Reopening Committee meeting 
Thurs. Dec. 3, 7 p.m. on Zoom 
 
Book Lover’s Club  
Mon. Dec. 7, 10 a.m. fellowship hall 
The Orphan Keeper by Cameron Wright 
 
Finance Committee meeting 
Mon. Dec. 7, 7 p.m. on Zoom 
 

mailto:serena.winchell@gmail.com


 

10 

Elders meeting 
Thurs. Dec. 17, 7 p.m. on Zoom 
 
Consistory meeting 
Thurs. Dec. 17, 7:30 p.m. on Zoom 
 
Christmas Eve Services 
Thurs. Dec. 24, 5 and 8 p.m 

 



 

 

 Desiree Albizu  Nancy Castillo  Stan Tremper   

 Kayla Bell  Nancy Finkle  Linda Nielson   

               Joann Fisher  Denise Gilhooly               Marie Votava 

 Terry Laibach  Judy Rockefeller  Eileen Zeliph                        

  

 

 

 
December 2020                       PEACE AND HARMONY 

 

I’d like to share a few secrets about me with you.  I talk to myself a little, ok a lot.  I also talk to my animals 

too.  Just don’t let them know about the animal part, as I think they know they are my kids.  The other night 

while I was working on some paperwork, it got a little crazy with a cat and dog chase and disagreement. 

So I picked up my dog, Pearl (a Boston Terror, I mean Terrier) and my Holly, (a calico cat)  and sat them on 

my lap.  I told them gently while I shook my finger at them, they have to remember the golden rule “do unto 

others as you would want done to you” and show sisterly love towards each other.  For a fleeting  

moment I really thought they got it!  Then they got off my lap and each laid down on their own pillows.  I 

then thought, “Oh boy glad no one heard or saw me telling them Bible stories and verses. 

 

Then I got to thinking about when I first heard that golden rule.  PerhapsI was sitting on my parents laps or 

was I in Sunday school.  Then I thought it really didn’t matter when, where, or how I remembered it but only 

WHY and HOW to use it.  Growing up I do not really remember my Mom praying for PEACE.  My Mom’s 

favorite word on this subject was “Harmony.”  Now in the dictionary each word has its own description but 

technically they really mean the same thing, in my mind.  So I like using harmony as well. 

 

Now, I know during these trying times when we see the rioting, the mud-slinging politics, the pandemic, our 

worries and concerns, sometimes we don’t really pray for peace, or harmony but what our needs and 

desires are. We don’t always follow the golden rule to “do unto others as we would wantdone to us.”  God 

knows we are human, we make mistakes, we don’t always pray for others but just our own concerns.  

However, God also knows we do try to be good and yes follow the golden rule as well as promote brotherly/ 

sisterly love.  God also knows our prayers even the ones unsaid.  God does answer prayers in his own time 

and ways.  We just have to remember “Thy will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven” and be patient. 

 

So I’d like to hope during the upcoming seasons of “thankfulness” and “holiday blessings we all follow the 

Golden Rule.  We find Peace and Harmony.  We need to take time to PRAY. 

 

God Bless- Respectfully submitted-Joann Fisher 

 

P.S.  Pearl and Holly are still working on their prayers and still need gentle reminders almost every day of 

sisterly love and the Golden Rule but that’s life it’s an on going work in progress. 

 

I would like to extend my thanks to all the shepherds for what they have done during this pandemic.  Keep 

up the good work. I would also like to thank James Walrath and John Roberts for preaching Gods word 

both inside andout.  Also to Desiree and the reopening committee to allow us to go back into 

church and the music department for all their hard work to bring us the 

beautiful music. 

 

God Bless All of You During this Holiday Season.  Remember the shepherds are here for you.   Yours in 

Christ, Eileen Zeliph 

Shepherds serving St. Johns Reformed Church 
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