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The Pastor’s Notebook 
 

SIMPLICITY DURING SUMMER, 2021 
 

Henry Ford’s assembly line invention was all about simplicity, so he thought he could use that simple 
assembly line approach in a different context: speechmaking which he did a lot.  So in assembly line fashion, he 
resolved  to begin and end speeches in the same way, adding content between for the different situations where he 
spoke.  This did simplify things until one day when he was asked to Sing Sing Prison and began with his usual 
assembly-line sentence: “I sure am glad to see you all here!”  Sometime simplicity can have some drawbacks.   
 But life simplicity still has much to commend it, especially since it is part of the teaching and life of Jesus.  
For the past COVID year and a quarter, there  has been a new and bizarre complexity to life as our habits have 
needed to change drastically to fight the pandemic.  But as we enter Summer, 2021, the vaccines have given us a 
beginning return to normality.  I think this summer we need to return to simplicity in our lifestyles, allowing 
ourselves to relax and rejuvenate our pandemic weary spirits.  
             And Jesus has told us how to keep things simpler in the Sermon on the Mount:  
“The light of the body is the eye: if therefore, you eye be single, the whole body will be full of light.”  To live a simpler life, we must 
cultivate The Single Eye!   Now that does not mean removing one eye and turning into Cyclops—the Single Eye is 
an ancient figure of speech and has a specific double meaning : to have a single aim in life, and to have a generous, 
unselfish spirit.  We hear it every Sunday – our single aim to love God above all and have a generous unselfish spirit 
(love) to our neighbor as self.  That helps simplify our lives.  
   An anonymous poem called:  PRESSURE  suggests the Single Eye : 

Pressed in the body and pressed in the soul; 
Pressed in the mind, till the dark surges roll.   
Pressed by foes, and pressure by friends 
Pressure on pressure till life nearly ends 
Pressed into knowing no helper but God 
Pressed into loving God’s staff and rod.  
Pressed into a freedom nothing clings:  
Pressed into faith for impossible things.  
Pressed into tasting the joy of the Lord.  
Pressed into loving God’s life outpoured. 

      Let’s use the summer, 2021 to focus our Single Eye.  By relaxing, living slower, smelling the flowers, feeling the 
warmth, enjoying our family, breathing deeply in the hammock -Rejuvenation, Recreation, Renewal.  Live 
Abundantly this summer as much as you can.  That will help focus our SINGLE EYES for the continuing tasks 
beyond summer.    

Shalom, 
Pastor Don 

(PS.  I am taking my own advice and will be on vacation during the weeks of June 13 and 20.)  
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FATIH AND EDUCATION 
 

 
CHILDREN'S MINISTRIES 

 
Deacon of Education Linda Search will be moving to NC in June. We wish her well in her new 
home and location. Consistory voted to have former Deacon of Education, Eileen Wambach, 
complete Linda's term. Thank you to both ladies for their service.  
 
We plan to have a children's program at least once a month this summer. Children ages 3 
years through fifth grade will be dismissed after the Children's Message in worship. If you 

would like to help with the children's program in the months ahead, please let Desiree Albizu know, 
albizu@gtel.net or text (518) 965-7538.  
 

---------------------------------------------------------- 
 

UPCOMING BOOK CLUB READS 
 
The Book Club will meet on Monday, June 14  at 10 a.m. in the fellowship hall. June's book will be 
The Dutch House: A Novel by Ann Patchett. Date TBA. Summer's read is +600 pages, My Dear 
Hamilton: A Novel of Eliza Schuyler Hamilton. The authors are Stephanie Dray and Laura Kamoie. 

 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

 
RE-OPENING COMMITTEE 

 
The Re-Opening Committee met on Thursday, May 13, the very day that the CDC guidelines stated that those 
who have been fully vaccinated against COVID need not wear masks outside nor inside. This generated much 
discussion as we await the new NY State guidelines for religious organizations now.  
 
We have received some guidance from the New York State Council of Churches to be prudent in moving 
forward: 
"Many members of our communities remain unvaccinated and at higher risk of COVID transmission. Some—
particularly children under the age of 12 and medically fragile individuals such as pregnant women or the 
immunocompromised—have not had the opportunity to be vaccinated. Such members deserve the highest 
care and protection of the community, and all deserve to see the example of faithful people expressing the love 
of Christ in following sensible precautions. In our excitement at good news for the vaccinated, let us not commit 
the sin of overlooking parts of the body. Hastily-implemented practices can exclude “the least of these” and 
threaten their health. The vulnerable among us should not be expected to bear the burden of others’ 
unwillingness to be vaccinated or follow COVID-safe policies. 
If you are looking to adapt your practices to be less restrictive, some of our most trusted sources 
currently recommend following a “two out three” approach: wearing masks and practicing social 
distancing indoors, and choosing either masks or distancing as a strategy when gathering outdoors." 
 
At the meeting it was agreed that the choir could sing in-person for worship. The members are all fully 
vaccinated and will continue to wear masks and socially distance until we learn they can do otherwise from the 
Governor's office.  
 
Job descriptions will be written up for the Zoom greeter and worship camera operator for those who may be 
interested in helping but would like more info about the roles. Anyone who could help even once a month 
would lighten the load of the Tech Team members who are very dedicated but short-staffed.   
 
Sunday worship attendance has steadily increased, but we are finding there are those who can no longer leave 
their homes. They appreciate being able to participate in the service each Sunday in this "new" way via Zoom. 
Please help us help others if you can.  

mailto:albizu@gtel.net
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Pete Fenaroli volunteered to be the chair of the committee now that Linda Search will be departing and moving 
with her husband Doug to NC.  
 
Please have patience with our technology snafus and with our rules that may not be getting back-to-normal as 
quickly as you wish. We try to keep everyone's health and safety in mind. The children are not vaccinated yet 
and we don't want to put anyone in danger. Thank you! 
 

---------------------------------------------------------- 
 

CONSISTORY NOTES 
May 20, 2021 

 
Pastor Don opened the meeting with prayer. 
 
Desiree introduced Eileen Wambach who will fulfill the end of Linda Search’s term as Deacon of Education.  
Eileen’s installation is scheduled for May 30.  She has previously served as deacon of education and we are 
grateful to her for stepping up and filling this position. 
 
Elders report:  The request by Nancy Titus to have her membership transferred to Pultneyville Reformed Church 
has been approved. 
 
Pastoral report:  Mid week meditations have concluded.  He averaged 16 hours per week for the last month 
and his contract calls for 10-12. 
Pastor Don is very happy that the choir has returned to the in person worship service. 
 
Financial review:  monthly review, balance sheet, profit and loss, budget Jan.-April analysis Income vs. 
Expenses were accepted. 
 
Committee reports: 
Faith and Education 
Finance committee meeting minutes 
Mission and Outreach:  Shadow of His Wings is the Mission of the Month for June, as it was in May.  July’s 
mission will be school supplies for the Food Pantry clients. 
Property committee minutes:  
Jim Bard mentioned that people were welcome to help out with fixing up the parsonage.  Painting needs to be 
done and the basement needs to be cleaned out.  
Reopening committee: Pete Fenaroli is the new chair replacing Linda Search who is moving out of state. 
They are looking for volunteers to staff the Zoom team; greeters and camera operators. 
Linda and Doug have specific instruction sheets that will be sent to the office and laminated to be left with the 
equipment upstairs. 
The committee is meeting Tuesday, March 25 to review St. John’s Covid policy in light of new CDC and New 
York State guidelines. 
Search committee:  report they are following RCA search process and have received 10 inquires and 4 
ministers have sent back their profiles. 
Technology committee:  report working on live choir feed for Zoom 
Committee reports were accepted. 
 
 
Working Recommendations:   
Personnel will approach the applicant for the position of Director of Music to start the first week in 
September at the rate of $8100 per year.  They would be asked if they would be willing to work as a 
pianist on a per diem basis in the summer. 
 
Pastor Don has made the recommendation that his contract be renegotiated and he go back to being a 
supply worship leader responsible for Sunday ministry and one Consistory meeting a month thus saving 
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St. John’s money to be used toward hiring a music director or new full time minister. 
This was a very gracious thing for Pastor Don to do. 
 
The Consistory wishes to recognize Linda and Doug Search, who are moving out of state, for their many 
contributions over the years as members of St. John’s.  Their work over the last year guiding the 
Reopening committee and getting the tech team up and running for Zoom worship has been invaluable. 
We appreciate you and will miss you.  Thank you. 
 
A motion was made and approved to adjourn after the closing prayer by Colleen. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Shari Kilgour Juranic, 
Clerk of Consistory 
 

---------------------------------------------------------- 
 

SCUDDER CIRCLE NEWS 
 

SCUDDER CIRCLE PICNIC 
 

The Scudder Circle will meet Wednesday, June 2 at 11 AM under the church tent for a bring-your-own picnic.  
This gathering will wrap up the program year for the Scudder Circle. Please bring your own chair, too.  
Scudder Circle continues to support work for missions via members' dues and donations. The group supports 
each Mission of the Month and our Church missionaries at Christmastime. Donations can be dropped off or 
mailed into the Church Office or made via Givelify online at any time. Please label them for Scudder Circle.  
 
Scudder Circle is open to all the women associated with St. John's Reformed Church.  

 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

 
MISSION OF THE MONTH  

 
 June continues for  

Shadow of His Wings Home.  
 

The following describes what the important work that is done there: 
“Shadow of His Wings Children’s Home is a program of James Project of Latin America.  The purpose of the 
program is to serve children who have been abandoned/neglected, physically abused, sexually abused, and/or 
trafficked.  Sometimes these children have suffered in all or multiple areas. 
Every child we serve is court appointed and supervised.  We are an accredited program that works with 
government agencies to care for these children.  We have the capacity to care for almost 90 children, but 
currently care for approximately 70.  This number varies based on funding and natural turnover. 
Shadow of His Wings is not an orphanage, but a home for children in need.  Our purpose is to serve the 
children that we receive, until their biological family is ready and able to care for them themselves.  Because 
there is no functioning foster care program in Guatemala, homes like ours serve as temporary foster homes for 
these children.  And just like the foster care system in North America, some kids stay with us longer than 
others. 
 
The most important thing is not how long a child is put into our care, but how well we serve that child while 
he/she is with us.  We cannot control when a child leaves our home, but we can guarantee they will have been 
cared for in the best way possible.  Each child is well fed, well educated, well discipled, and much loved.  That 
is our purpose and our promise.” 
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Your contribution to the Mission of the Month would help support the people that do the work and the 
children that benefit so greatly from it. Thank you for any contribution you can make, great or small, it 
all makes a difference in the lives of these children who so desperately need someone on their side. 
 
   Kate Peterson, 

   Mission and Outreach 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

PROPERTY NOTES  
ST. JOHN’S PARSONAGE 

 
The Property Committee thought it would be a good idea to update the congregation on that beautiful building 
that sits just to the north of the sanctuary.  Pastor Eric, Nancy, and family lived there for nine years and all five 
of them loved that home and were an active part of our church family. 
 
After many weeks and with the help of several members of the church, the parsonage is now empty and is 
ready to be prepared for whoever God guides the Search Committee to select as our next pastor. 
 
Property did a walk through and made a list of things that need to be done.   Each member of our committee 
made suggestions and those with specific talents signed up to do necessary repairs.  There is a fair amount of 
painting that needs to be done and that is where you, the congregation, can help.  If you have some skills and 
a desire to be a part of the parsonage spruce – up project, please let us know.  There are many jobs, both big 
and small, that you can be a part of and this can be a TEAM effort to make it all happen.  Please see Glenn or 
any Property Committee member if you would like to help. 
 

SEARCH COMMITTEE PROGRESS  
 
Believe it or not, the Search Committee has had nineteen Zoom meetings so far.  We are diligently following 
the RCA Search process and we have received ten inquiries thus far.  Of those ten inquiries, four candidates 
have sent us their Minister’s Profile.  A Minister’s Profile is similar to a resume, but has very specific questions 
to be answered to support the candidate’s reasons why they are in ministry, their strengths, their dedication to 
God and to the Reformed Church, their values and vision of how to help us grow and draw those who have 
strayed from worshiping the Lord, be they young or old.  
 
As we narrow the list down to those who we consider to be an ideal next pastor for St. John’s, we will conduct 
interviews. As Covid rules change, decisions will be made as to how the interviews will be conducted.  As I 
may have stated previously, the next step will be to see the finalists (likely two finalists) preach at a neutral 
church.  The committee will keep you apprised of our progress. 
There is a very special person that God will direct to St. John’s !! 

 

 
 

Glenn Countryman, David Grover, Hop Michael and Jim Bard for cleaning out the crawl space in the 
education wing and hauling out the junk; 
to everyone who uses the CLYNK program for returnable bottles and donates to St. John’s.  For the first 
quarter of 2021, 33 bags were processed for a total of $113.45.  Money collected goes to the  
Emmaus Youth Group account to be used toward future mission trips; 
to our faithful property members for their work on sprucing up the parsonage; 
our faithful lawn mowers, nothing like the smell of that first cut in the spring! 
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Dear Members and Friends of St. John’s, 
 
On Sunday June 6th we will be having a “bring your own picnic” after church to celebrate Edward and his 
time with us as Music Director. 
 
Please bring your lunch and a lawn chair or blanket to sit on. Bottled water and cupcakes will be provided and 
the tent will be up. 
Looking forward to seeing you there. 

 
The Consistory of St. John’s 
 

---------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

 

 
 
to the family and friends of Rich Grover, Bonnie’s husband who died May 12. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

Deadline for the July/August Kerk is June 10.    
Personal ads of no more than 3 lines will be accepted for $1 per issue. Business ads in the 

form of a business card to be photocopied will cost $5 per issue. 

If you would like to receive the Kerk by e-mail (a little more reliably on time than the paper 

version being mailed to your home) e-mail the church and let us know; 

office@stjohnsreformed.org. 

---------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

mailto:office@stjohnsreformed.org
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St. John’s Reformed Church 

 
Financial Report 

        April 2021  
 

Income  $  11,248.40 

Expenses  $  14,334.34 

                                              -  $    3,085.94 

    
 

 Year To Date 

                   January - April 2021 
 

Income                     $ 70,778.45   

Expenses                 $ 56,925.78 

                                        +  $ 13,852.67     

 

Did you know? 

     … you can contribute to St. John’s Endowment fund at any time? 

 
St. John’s Endowment Fund was established in 1998 to help maintain, preserve, and improve the Church’s 
buildings and property, and to assist the start-up of new ministries.  The fund consists of both cash and 
equities, and is managed by a professional brokerage. 
 
Since the fund began, about $155,000 has been contributed.  This is money that will never be spent.  With the 
interest earned, we have used over $129,000, and there is still a balance of $198,900.  This money works for 
us! 
 
You might like to consider the Endowment Fund if there is someone you would like to honor, if you would like 
to include St. John’s in your will, or if you have a special event such as an inheritance.  Many people like the 
thought that they are giving money which will continue to benefit St. John’s Reformed Church for years to 
come.     
 

Thank you to everyone who donated to the April Mission of the Month, a check for $86 was sent to Red 

Hook Responds. 

 

  



 

 

Desiree Albizu  Terry Laibach  Stan Tremper 

Judy Rockefeller                Eileen Zeliph                     Joann Fisher 

Denise Gilhooly                  Marie Votava                   Linda Neilson 

Kayla Bell  Nancy Finkle     

      

                                 a  

 

June 2021                             RIDING THE WAVES 

As you all know, we recently celebrated Mother’s Day.  My dear friend,Joann Fisher, shared an article that 

she had read in the Poughkeepsie Journal.  She shared it with me as she thought it would be helpful since 

I had lost my mom and also I am grieving the loss of my sister.  My mom has been gone over twenty-eight 

years and there is not a day that goes by that I don’t think of her and wish she was still here.  I don’t cry 

unless I come across old cards which I have kept, old photographs, or hear a song that reminds me of my 

mom. 

 

The article started out asking if at a certain age a person is too old to cry and if a person should ever stop 

grieving over their mom or anyone close.  The answer to those two questions was definitely no.  You are 

never too old to cry and there’s no getting “over” a huge loss like the loss of your mother. You just have to 

learn to live with the grief and know that God is by your side always. 

 

The article continued to read like this “As for grief, you’ll find it comes in waves. When the ship is first 

wrecked, you’re drowning with wreckage all around. Everything around you reminds you of the beauty and 

magnificence of the ship that was…You find some piece of the wreckage and you hang on.  Maybe it is 

a happy memory or a photograph.  Maybe it’s a person who is also floating. For a while, all you can do is 

float. 

 

In the beginning, the waves are 100 feet tall and crash over you without mercy.  After a while … you’ll find 

the waves are still 100 feet tall but they come further apart.  You can breathe, you can function.  You never 

know what’s going to trigger the grief.  I remember when my sister and I would go to my parents grave.  My 

sister would cry and I would say to her that it was ok as we will all be together again someday. 

 

In between the waves, there is life.  Somewhere down the line, it’s different for everybody.  You find that the 

waves are only 80 or 50 feet tall…and you can see them coming.  It has been a little more than three 

months and I never know when I will start to cry about my sister.  After my parents passed I have 

been there for my sister especially since she never learned to drive.  I have to hold on to what is left which 

are all the good times we shared and all the many memories I have.  They say it takes time to get through 

these losses so I’m trying to prepare to ride the waves so I will come out on the other side.  The waves 

never stop coming and you really don’t want them to.  You survive them until the next wave comes.  You 

will have lots of scars from lots of love and lots of shipwrecks. 

 

I feel that riding the waves applies to more than grief in our lives especially these days.   

 

Remember whether you are just floating along or riding those waves, you are NEVER ALONE. 

 

GOD BLESS-Eileen Zeliph-Remember too all the shepherds are praying for you. 

 

Shepherds Ministry Serving St. Johns Reformed Church 
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Church Calendar 
 
Sundays 10 a.m. in person and you can also join live on Zoom. 
You can continue to visit “St. John’s in Red Hook” on YouTube for the Sunday service also!  
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88588306134?pwd=eW92WFgzUXdjSEIwOG5KcFVBZGV6dz09 
 
Meeting ID: 885 8830 6134 
Passcode: 126126 
 
To phone in: Dial by your location 
        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
 
If you need help on a Sunday morning you can call 845-758-1184 from 9:45-9:55 a.m.  
  
The bulletin for each service can be found on the website: wwwstjohnsreformed.org. Click on the dropdown box 
for worship. 
 
 
Shari Juranic, Administrator 
Mon, Wed, Fri. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Thurs. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
 
Michele Zagorski, Financial Consultant 
Thurs. 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. 
Every other Thursday 
 
Food Pantry Distribution  
remains outside only, distribution from kitchen 
Mon. 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Wed. 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
 
Bible Study 
Tues. 10:15 a.m. in the fellowship hall 
 
 
 
Scudder Circle meeting 
Thurs. June 3, 12 p.m. outside under the tent!  Bring your own picnic and chair.   
 
Celebration for Edward 
Sun. June 6, after the worship service. 
Bring your own picnic; cupcakes and water will be provided. 
 
Finance Committee meeting 
Mon. June 7, 7 p.m. on Zoom 
 
 
Property Committee meeting 
Tues. June 8, 7 p.m. 
 
Book Lover’s Club  
Mon. June 14, 10 a.m. fellowship hall 
The Dutch House:  A Novel by Ann Pachet 
 

http://wwwstjohnsreformed.org/
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Elders meeting 
Thurs. June 17, 7 p.m. on Zoom 
 
Consistory meeting 
Thurs. June 17, 7:30 p.m. on Zoom 
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